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by the starlight; but, as in. such a case one can much more
easily perceive from below men coming on to high ground
than those above can see those below, I brought my
squadrons as near as possible to the hill, and, after ordering
perfect silence and .stillness, awaited events. Chance very
nearly produced one whicH would have been very fortunate
for France and for the Emperor, and would have made me for
ever famous. It liappened thus.

Half an. liour "before the first light of dawn, three horse-
men, coming from the enemy's side, slowly ascended the
Kolmberg. They could not see us, while we plainly made
out their oxitlines and heard, tlieir conversation. They were
talking French; one was a Russian, the other two Prussians.
The first, wno axapeared to be in authority, told one of the
others to let tli&ir majesties Isaow that there were no French
at that point, and that they could come up, for in a few
minutes all tlie plain would be visible, but that they must
make the most of the time lest the French should send
skirmishers in tliat direction. The officer to whom these
words were addressed remarked that the escorts were still
some way off. c "What matter ?' was the answer, ' since there
is no one font us here.' At this my troops and I redoubled
our attention, and soon perceived on the top of the hill a
score of officers, one of wnom dismounted.

Although I certainly iiad liad no expectation of capturing
a great prize, I had warned, my officers that if we saw any of
the enemy on the Swedish redoubt, two squadrons should, at
a signal wliicli I would give with my handkerchief, work
round the hill to right and left, so as to cut off anyone who
should have ventured so near to our army. I was, therefore,
very hopeful, but just then, the over-eagerness of one of my
troopers wrecked my plan. The man, having accidentally let
his sword drop, instantly took his carbine, and, fearing to be
left behind when I gave the signal for attack, fired into the
group and killed a Prussian major. As you may suppose,
in the twinkling of an .eye all the enemy's officers, having
no escort "btit a few orderlies, and seeing themselves on
the point of being surrounded by us, galloped away. Our one could see very wellh.
